
1

Kaycee Hathaway

From: SOARS Save Our Ag & Rural Spaces <saveouragandruralspaces@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, December 26, 2014 4:52 PM

To: Kaycee Hathaway

Subject: McDonald CUP

Attachments: BOCC MARIJUANA DOCUMENTS11042014_0000.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Ms. Hathaway, 
 
This is the second document I would like put in the official files for the McDonald CUP. It has some pertinent 
information in it. 
 
Julie Ufkes 
SOARS 
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Kaycee Hathaway

From: SOARS Save Our Ag & Rural Spaces <saveouragandruralspaces@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, December 26, 2014 4:49 PM

To: Kaycee Hathaway

Subject: Comments on Old McDonald's Farm request for a CUP

Attachments: McDonald SEPA.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Miss Hathaway, 
 
The attached document has information/comments I would like put in the official records. I will also be sending 
another attachment on a separate email so as not to get rejected because of file size. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Julie UfkesSOARS 
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Kaycee K Hathaway 
Kittitas County Community Development Services/ Planner I 
411 N Ruby ST, Suite 2 
Ellensburg WA 98926 
Email: kaycee.hathaway@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
December 26, 2014 

Re:  McDonald SEPA  

Dear Ms. Hathaway, 

I urge the county planners to deny the Conditional Use Permit for the marijuana producer/processor called “Old 

McDonald’s Farm” on Emerson Road.  It is inappropriately placed, as all marijuana businesses near homes are, 

incompatible with surrounding uses, has the potential to bring trouble to the neighborhood and harm the 

valley’s precious export Timothy hay industry. 

LOCATION, SAFETY, EMERGENCY SERVICES 

This location is directly across the street from the site 

of Brethren Christian School and bordered by 

residences with young children.  The swing set in the 

photo to the right belongs to a next door neighbor to 

the proposed marijuana business whose buildings are 

teal. The private school, shown in the foreground of 

the photo below, is owned by the German Baptists 

who have been running it for years. Therefore it violates the state’s requirement of being farther than 1000’ 

away from a school or church. The federal government as well as state requires the production or processing of 

any controlled substance to be at least that far. There 

is a reason for that.   

This is an industry that expects trouble. That is why 

the state is requiring such strong security measures of 

8’ fences with razor wire, security lights and cameras.  

Because of federal laws the marijuana businesses are 

not to use guns, but those who would like to acquire 

their 

valuable 

product undoubtedly will.  It is the value that is the most important 

reason to keep these away from where people live.  And yes, people, 

real people that count as much as city-folk, do live in the country.  

In other places in this state marijuana growers have engaged in 

shooting with robbers beyond the boundaries of their property in 

mailto:kaycee.hathaway@co.kittitas.wa.us
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the last year. (http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Maple-Valley-medical-marijuana-grower-charged-in-

4965683.php  and http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/3210607/posts) Robberies, shootings, kidnappings 

and even murders have not been uncommon in legal marijuana grows in other parts of the nation. In the first 6 

months of recreational commercial cannabis operating in Colorado the crime rate against marijuana businesses 

rose 32%.  To think that these crimes could not happen here shows a lack of awareness of the bigger picture of 

the industry’s issues.  

At Life Gardens alone, a marijuana producer at the end of Upper Badger Pocket, there were six police responses 

from shortly after the beginning of operations in August to harvest season in October. So it is likely that these 

businesses would have a higher than normal demand for emergency/public services. 

Routine Activity Theory basically states that an accessible target without adequate guardians in the presence of 

a motivated offender create a situation where crime occurs.  Two acronyms to describe accessible targets are 

VIVA (value, inertia, visibility, access) and CRAVED (concealable, removable, available, valuable, enjoyable, 

disposable). I have demonstrated marijuana has value, is concealable, disposable and removable.  Many would 

say it was enjoyable. These are things that motivate thieves.  Capable guardians that can interfere are woefully 

lacking when these businesses are located far from law enforcement.  The Sheriff is responsible for enforcing 

http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Maple-Valley-medical-marijuana-grower-charged-in-4965683.php
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Maple-Valley-medical-marijuana-grower-charged-in-4965683.php
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/3210607/posts
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the law in over 2,300 square miles of this county.  Only a few deputies are on duty in the nighttime hours when 

these break-ins usually happen. If one is called to investigate a possible problem at a marijuana grow, the rest of 

the county is that much less protected.  One might wonder too, if it is a good idea for the officer to investigate 

alone.   

Do not allow these near homes, even if it is low density homes in an agricultural area.  Those in the country may 

live a greater distance from their neighbors than those in urban settings, but sound carries further and generally 

we can see and hear each other in this wide open landscape, so we are potential witnesses to crimes. Witnesses 

are at risk of being harmed, especially where high stakes like this are involved. 

Understanding the value of this crop is key in comprehending why it is desirable to thieves, particularly thieves 

that already have a distribution network on the black market, some of whom are an unsavory lot.  According to 

the state’s consultants from Carnegie Mellon, BOTEC, the average price of high quality product was $233/ounce 

to medium quality of $190/oz.  But as you can see from the November 2014 menu of our local retail marijuana 

shop, Cannabis Central, the prices have tripled to $700/oz. for high quality bud. ($25/gm x 28.3gm/oz. x=  

$708/oz.) The photo shows the size of 1 gram of marijuana bud.  A kitchen sized trash bag, like the ones in the 

back of the vehicle in the following photo can hold about 8 pounds and would be worth about $40,000. The 

following figures use the lower values from the consultants, not the current inflated prices.  Remember, current 

prices are triple what is shown here. 

16-32.7 grams/ sq. ft. x 21,000 sq. ft (Tier 3 Grow) = 300,000 to 600,000 grams 

 = approximately 700 to 1,500 pounds per harvest= $3-$7.5M+ per harvest 

Indoor grows can do 4-6 crops/year and store 6 mo. worth 

Outdoor grows can do 1-3 crops/year and store 15 mo. worth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my research over the last eight months I have contacted those who worked on regulating legal medical 

marijuana in Los Angeles, the Denver Police Department, the Denver District Attorney’s office and the Colorado 

Springs Police Department, among others. Former Deputy Planner Chris Koontz told me that robbery and other 

crime because of the value and cash going in and out are the biggest problems with marijuana businesses.  The 

crime rate against marijuana businesses increased significantly in Denver the first 6 months post opening of legal 
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recreational marijuana shops. An officer from Colorado Springs, which banned recreational marijuana but has 

mmj, says the black market is stronger than ever after the legalization of recreational mj. 

There is no safety in denial.  Hope is not a plan. Be proactive in the safety of the residents who receive no 

benefit but suffer the risks and environmental effects, of which we do not fully understand yet in this new 

industry that has never before been attempted at this scale.  

 

EMPLOYEES, WELL WATER and TRAFFIC 

The number of employees there will be is not stated in the application.  At a certain level, around 25 employees 

I believe, a Group A water system is required to be installed on the property. NMF claimed they would employ 6 

full time workers and 8 seasonal workers (Land and Shoreline Use, Section 8-I of NMF SEPA application) on their 

21,000 sq. ft. grow operation.  Mr. McDonald is seeking a total of 7 acres, 304,920 sq. ft. of growing area.  That is 

over 14 times the amount of land.  Would he need 14 times the amount of employees? If so, he would be well 

over the number of employees that would require him to install the class A water system. Even if he only did 

90,000 sq. ft. it would put him at a level requiring the Group A water system. 

The number of employees will also determine the traffic impacts of this business.  No information other than, 

“we will not be hiring hundreds” was given. This is insufficient information to assess the impact to the 
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neighborhood and possible mitigations. He claims parking is adequate but how can you tell with no hard facts on 

number of employees? Should we just take his word for it? 

 

WATER SOURCE 

The application says water for growing the plants will be purchased from “local vendors.”  These local vendors 

need to be named and their water rights need to be presented and verified. In addition, who will monitor 

regularly to see that water deliveries do in fact continue to be made and wells, KRD or other federally funded 

water is not being used improperly? Records for each delivery need to be kept and verified. 

SIZE OF GROWING AREA 

The plans are to eventually grow up to 7 acres which is 304,920 sq. ft.  The state only allows one Tier 3 

operation, 21,000 sq. ft., at the moment.  Initial plans by the LCB were to allow up to three producer 

applications and one processor application per business.  Tier 3 applications were going to be 30,000 sq. ft. 

maximum growing space but were later reduced.  So 90,000 sq. ft, roughly 2 acres, was the maximum growing 

canopy allowed at first.  How is this acceptable for 7 acres to be in production? I see no legally justifiable reason 

to grant 7 acres of growing space for marijuana. Are these additional square feet for growing medical 

marijuana?  Does the county have any rules on growing medical marijuana and how is that going to be 

monitored that those portions for medical marijuana are only for this mmj business and not for the 

recreational?  Lack of monitoring is problematic. The growing of medical marijuana being unregulated through 

zoning rules in this county is problematic. It is the same valuable product with the same appeal to thieves and 

therefore the same risks to the community via theft or harm to the hay industry. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

“Controlled burning” is a potential health hazard.  This plant contains a chemical which is a psychoactive drug, 

even in the stems and cuttings other than the buds.  It is these parts that are used in making edibles.  A man in 

Spokane testified that his wife suffered asthma type reactions from the emissions coming from a large grow 

next door. 

HAY INDUSTRY CONTAMINATION OR EVEN PERCEPTION, ABANDONMENT 

Some have said that only female clones are used in this industry, so concern about seeds contaminating hay 

fields is unwarranted. The fact is that some marijuana growers do use seeds.  In fact, in the blog from 

sfgate.com, “Marijuana Seeds vs. Clones.”  Smell The Truth. 27 March  2013, the author states, “According to 

one seed distributor I spoke to almost all High Times Cannabis Cup Winners have been grown from seed and not 

from clone….”  In addition to seeds, “hermies” can appear in grows.  These are hermaphroditic plants, usually 

females that have grown some male reproductive parts.  This can happen if females have been over cloned or 

plants have been stressed.  Furthermore, there is always the chance that one male or hermaphrodite will be 
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overlooked, not removed in time and pollinate an entire greenhouse. The result would be flowers with viable 

seeds. 

In the case of abandonment male plants or hermies would not be noticed. Lack of care would cause plants to 

become stressed thus creating hermies. If a site were abandoned, who would know?  How would one see 

through the privacy fence? If it was known, would it be noticed quickly, before the plants reach a stage where 

they had produced seeds? How would the county take care of this potential source of contamination before the 

seeds were spread by wind, water or animal? Since losing the status of noxious weed, the county no longer has 

the right to come in and spray without going through the proper legal channels or getting the owner’s consent.  

Could all these steps happen with adequate speed to prevent contamination? There are many places in the 

Midwest where ditch weed is a problem and is considered a noxious weed, such as Kansas and Nebraska. 

Not too long ago, when a coke can was found in a bale of hay at a racetrack in Japan, it shut that track down for 

three days. Certainly parts of a marijuana plant would be even more serious. Imagine you are the Japanese 

businessman responsible for buying the hay that goes to the racetrack. Would you want to be the one that 

bought contaminated hay? What if they found out you bought hay from an area that grew marijuana? What 

would be the consequences besides the millions lost from closing the racetrack? Would you want to take a 

chance on that hay as a Japanese businessman? Or would you prefer to buy your hay from a safer location? 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO COUNTY? 

T.J. McDonald claims the county will benefit through the 

taxes his business generates. There is no certainty any 

taxes from this will come to this county.  It all goes to 

the state general fund for dispersal as the legislature 

sees fit. The county has already spent a lot, the 

equivalent of two county employee salaries/month to 

deal with marijuana  issues for quite some time.  So far 

this has been an unfunded mandate.  How long will it 

take for the revenue received to cover the costs to start 

up this business? How much will it take to mitigate or 

address negative environmental impacts that have yet 

to be discovered? How much will it cost to monitor and 

enforce the regulations?  What additional needs for 

policing will be required? This is something that is not 

being done yet at the county level and the WALCB 

seems to be washing its hands of issues such as 

enforcing location.  An example would be the church in 

Seattle that is suing to have a retail mj shop moved 

because they are 250’ away.  The city and the LCB have 

not acted to rectify the situation. 
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(http://mmjbusinessdaily.com/seattle-church-sues-to-close-rec-shop/?nomobile=1) 

Some 502 business owners have claimed they would offer good paying jobs.  There was an ad on Craig’s List for 

$12-$15/hour book keeping job. That is minimum wage is Seattle. Employees should get hazard pay.  

Just for your information, 87% of counties in CO have opted out of commercialized pot businesses even though 

their state law does give the counties a sizeable portion of the taxes. They must feel the costs outweigh the 

benefits.  Taxes in CO have been a small fraction of what was expected statewide.  Also many expenses in 

setting up and monitoring this industry are very expensive. Note how many visits by the sheriff to Life Gardens. 

The potential harm to the reputation of Kittitas County export hay could cause great harm to a long time staple 

industry that not only provides the valley with the economic multiplier effect felt in many local businesses, but 

also gives the valley the character and charm so many appreciate. 

 

 

http://mmjbusinessdaily.com/seattle-church-sues-to-close-rec-shop/?nomobile=1
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MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 

 Last 3 boxes on application are not checked for title report attached, recorded survey attached and 

current years taxes been paid. 

 Mitigation issues.  “We will mitigate in the future if needs arise.”  This is not a plan. Maybe a bond to 

assure no contamination of hay crops, especially in case of abandonment.  How do you mitigate for the 

lost value of homes that are harder to sell?  How do you mitigate for making people want to move? How 

do you mitigate for putting a crime prone business next to a property where young children live? How 

do you mitigate for harming the reputation of the Kittitas County export Timothy hay industry? 

 Common sense says this is not the proper zoning for this operation and the commissioners voted this to 

not be proper zoning on Nov. 13, 2014. 

 Landscape Plan. If the purpose of the trees is to provide a screen for privacy or to mitigate the visual 

impact of these fences, which are identified as pot grow fences as no one else in the county has these, 

that is not going to happen for twenty years given the size of the trees being planted.  

 Setbacks.  Is 30’ from the KRD canal ok? I was under the impression 60’ setbacks were required. 

 

CONCLUSION 

To allow this to exist in a neighborhood creates a “taking” from the pre-existing residents. It “takes” their 

tranquility, security, and value of their home. MJ businesses are the nuisance coming to the neighbors, not the 

other way around.  This is not compatible with the existing neighborhood. While many neighborhoods lack the 

funds to hire legal counsel, hardly anyone wants to live near marijuana grow.  There is resistance all over this 

state and Colorado. What unknown and unintended consequences have we yet to experience? Negative impacts 

from other places include crime, asthma, smell, lights, habitat destruction, damage to waterways and more. 

People didn’t spend their life working to live next to a pot farm. They worked hard and bought here for what 

this county has been;  a safe, family oriented place. Hay fields, barns and open views, not chain link fences or 

other large fences, lights and security cameras recording the every move of everyone on the adjoining 

properties as all approaches must have surveillance cameras.  In an article from The Stranger, 

http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/behind-the-scenes-photos-of-a-bunch-of-marijuana-

grows/Content?oid=20438779, It tells us, “At this outdoor farm in Benton County, there are cameras 

every 15 feet along the fences.” It describes another grow operation’s security cameras, “On the corner of 

this barn at Gecko Growers, one of 38 cameras sits above a satellite dish, which in turn relays information to 

state officials in real time about everything happening in the building. That way, the Liquor Control Board can 

monitor the pot farms remotely and in person. The neighbors should be able to expect not to be filmed at their 

own home. Residents should have a reasonable expectation of privacy at their residence. 

We need to address zoning of medical marijuana grows in Kittitas County.  It has the same risks associated with 

it.  Size matters when it comes to value, which affects the risk of theft, number of employees, amount of traffic 

and type of water system required.  Why is he requesting seven acres of growing space? Is he intending to 

combine the production of medical marijuana with recreational? Is this allowable? 

http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/behind-the-scenes-photos-of-a-bunch-of-marijuana-grows/Content?oid=20438779
http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/behind-the-scenes-photos-of-a-bunch-of-marijuana-grows/Content?oid=20438779
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Thank you for including this in the official files for comments/objections to the CUP for Old Mc Donald’s Farm. 

Julie Ufkes 

Save our Ag & Rural Spaces 

707 N. Pearl Street, Suite A 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

saveouragandruralspaces@gmail.com 

 


